STUDENTS CREATE VEHICLE FOR SERVICE LEARNING

Department of Natural Resources, where she oversaw
GULF OF MEXICO DEAD ZONE one of the state’s coastal management programs. She
N also worked for the Louisiana Department of Environ-
mental Quality, as a program manager for its Hazard-
ous Waste Division.
In 2003, she earned a doctoral degree from
Louisiana State University in civil engineering, with
Sabine Like - an emphasis on ecological engineering. “I ended up
- doing my dissertation on growing algae,” she said.
At UL Lafayette, she’s growing and testing algae
collected in the water of the Gulf of Mexico’s dead
zone, which forms at the mouth of the Mississippi
River each spring and grows throughout each sum-
Gulf of Mexico mer. In the spring, water flowing from streams and
rivers to the gulf is overloaded with nutrients from
agricultural runoff, wastewater treatment plants,
septic tanks and industrial waste.
direction of alternative fuels and I got real fired up about The excess nutrients cause an overgrowth of
that,” Benson said. algae, which bloom then die. They sink to the bottom,
She brings real-world experience to her classroom where they decompose, robbing the water of oxygen.
and laboratory. In the 1980s, she worked for the Louisiana Without oxygen, the water cannot support fish, shrimp
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