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students at UL Lafayette envision. As
members of the School of Architec-
ture’s Community Design Workshop,
they spent the summer studying
Lafayette’s major
t h o r o u g h f a r e ,
from University
Avenue to Doucet
Road, and talking
with  motor i s t s
who travel on it

every day. They also spent June, July
and August learning about Opelousas
and meeting with residents who
remember when it was a vibrant place. 

When they weren’t working on
those projects, they collaborated with
planners on Lafayette in a Century
(LINC), a proposed comprehensive
guide for developing the Hub City.

It’s the first time the Community
Design Workshop has tackled three
projects in one year. It was a heavy
workload, said Tom Sammons, an
associate professor of architecture
who’s director of the program. “But, it
kept us on our toes.”

In the past, the Community Design
Workshop has tackled a variety of
urban design projects, ranging from
revitalizing the Oil Center in Lafayette
to developing a master plan for the
town of Carencro, La. 

The process is always
the same: fourth-year archi-
tecture students set up an
office in the area they will

S t u d e n t s

Imagine Johnston Street as a boulevard.
Utility lines are buried out of sight. Signs that identify
businesses are discrete, not garish. There are shade
trees and mass transit has drastically reduced traffic
congestion. • Or picture yourself traveling north to
Opelousas, the third oldest city in Louisiana and the
Zydeco Music Capital of the World. Enter through a

tree-lined gateway that leads to a downtown that’s flourishing
again. • These are scenes that some fourth-year architecture

Urban Challenges
Can Johnston Street be saved? Can
downtown Opelousas thrive again?
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PROPOSED JOHNSTON STREET LANDSCAPE DESIGN
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study and then hit the streets, familiar-
izing themselves with their surround-
ings. They meet with people to listen to
their ideas and concerns, then
offer concrete, realistic rec-
ommendat ions  and
computer-gener-
ated graphics
that illustrate
their plans.

P r o p o s a l s
must be reasonable,
Sammons said.

For instance, here’s
how the students approached
Johnston Street, a congested, unat-
tractive and dangerous thoroughfare
that’s the backbone of Lafayette:

“We must accept that the patient
is alive and we are not performing a
post mortem in order to create a new
species. We must treat the street and
its users with respect, understand
its successes, as well as its fail-
ures, and provide a vision that
will be beneficial to all who use
it. The vision must be one of
gradual change.”

Widening Johnston Street and
converting it to a boulevard may
seem improbable, but it would be
a viable way to slow traffic, the
students contend. Their designs
call for the addition of sidewalks
and pedestrian crosswalks.

Mass transit is a crucial com-
ponent of the plan, but architec-
ture student Doug Gauthier con-
cedes that public attitude would
first have to change. Public trans-
portation is not popular in the
Hub City, for a variety of reasons. 

Gauthier became a fan of
mass transit a few years ago, when
he visited New York City and trav-
eled by subway. “I was amazed by
the fact that you could go anywhere in
that city without getting in your car. I
know we can’t have a subway here, but
if we had an improved transit system, I
wouldn’t get in a car,” he said.

Mike Hollier, planning manager
for Lafayette Consolidated Govern-
ment’s Department of Traffic and
Transportation, said the Community
Design Workshop is “visionary, bold
and challenging. . . For the first time, a

comprehensive view of this street over
the last 30 years has been measured
against what ought to be, or could be,
over the next 30 years.”

The jumble of Johnston Street
offers a real-life lesson for the architec-
ture students. It shows what can hap-
pen when a city doesn’t have a long-
term master plan for growth and devel-
opment, said Gauthier. “It just hap-
pened over time.” 

The Opelousas project gave stu-
dents a chance to learn about an
endangered species: the American

small town, whose unique character
has become the victim of

urban sprawl.
They propose

using the “con-
necting corri-
dor between I-
49, the urban

core, the down-
town parks and the

(Yambilee) festival area
as the foundation on which

to build and strengthen the
overall plan of Opelousas.”
The students would also capital-

ize on a mostly vacant downtown block
across from the district courthouse by
transforming it into “Zydeco Square.” 

“It’s a great idea to have that type
of facility downtown by the
courthouse,” said Sam Rue, a
student who designed one of
three proposals for the square.
He suggested creating an inter-
active space within a renewed
shopping district. It would incor-
porate shade trees, benches and
a fountain to give shoppers a
pleasant resting area.

The second proposal for
Zydeco Square calls for a stage,
cultural museum and visitors’
center to be built. A commercial
development, which would tuck
parking away in the center of the
block, was another alternative.

Gauthier worked on the
Opelousas project, too. The expe-
rience made a strong impression.

“I just love that environ-
ment,” he said.

Gauthier enjoyed talking
with residents so much, and felt

so welcome, that he goes back whenev-
er he gets a chance.

Architecture students don’t con-
centrate on urban design until their
fourth year, Gauthier continued. “It
really got me interested in urban
design, how to rebuild a downtown
and how to revitalize it. It sparked a
big interest in my career and my life, as
far as what I want to do in my career
through architecture.” ■

PERSPECTIVE AND PLAN OF PROPOSED ZYDECO SQUARE
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New Contract 
Wipes Out
Energy Surcharge

WHEN LOUISIANA universities tacked
on a surcharge in July 2001 to

help cover unexpected and exorbitant
utility costs, UL Lafayette students
were assessed the smallest amount.

Now they won’t have to pay the
extra fee at all.

A new 20-year contract, which UL
Lafayette negotiated with Lafayette
Utilities System for the purchase of
electricity, will save the university
about $250,000 annually for the first
four years and about $145,000 each

year for the remaining 16 years.
So, UL Lafayette will discontinue

the energy surcharge. Students
had been assessed $1.75
per credit hour, with a
maximum total of
$21, for the Fall 2001
and Spring 2002
semesters. LSU had
levied a maximum $36
surcharge; Southern
University charged an
extra $48. The Board of
Regents had granted the sur-
charge for up to three years.

UL Lafayette President Ray Authe-
ment was pleased that the new contract
enabled the university to lift the fee, said

Julie Simon-Dronet, director of UL
Lafayette’s Office of Public Relations

and News Services. “He’s
always reluctant to add any
charge that students must
pay, because he under-
stands that many are strug-
gling financially,” she said.

“The energy surcharge
was implemented

o n l y  a s  a  l a s t
resort when the

u n i v e r s i t y
was facing
utility costs

that were almost a
million dollars more than administra-
tors had projected.”

S t u d e n t s

JESSICCA DAIGLE can’t recall a time in
her life when she didn’t enjoy writ-

ing or dream of becoming a novelist.
A senior at the University of

Louisiana at Lafayette, she’ll receive a
bachelor’s degree in English, with a
concentration in creative writing, in
Fall 2002.

As student editor of La Louisiane,
she has put her academic experience to
good use. At the same time, the maga-
zine position has given her a chance to
try something new.

“This was the opportunity I had
been waiting for, the opportunity to
experience another form of writing –
journalism,” she said. 

La Louisiane Editor Kathleen
Thames said Daigle’s creative writing
background is an asset. “She approach-
es topics without the constraints that
many print journalism students inter-
nalize as they learn to write for news-
papers. In an effort to be succinct and
objective, for instance, they’re some-
times reluctant to include vivid descrip-
tions. Fiction writers, on the other
hand, paint pictures with words. ” 

Daigle enrolled at UL Lafayette in
Spring 1998. She had given up writing
after marrying at age 18 and giving
birth to a son. “Everything for me
stopped, and I became a label – a
‘mother,’ ” she explained.

When Daigle began taking classes
at the university, family members
encouraged her to become a teacher,
since her work schedule would corre-
spond with her children’s school year. 

“But my first semester here, I had
a wonderful English instructor who,
still to this day, I consider my mentor.
His belief in me made me believe in

myself. He forced me to prove to
myself that I could write again. My love
for writing took over me once more.”

The birth of two daughters and
subsequent divorce did not lessen her
determination to graduate. The respon-
sibilities and workload that go along
with being a “single mom,” with three
children under the age of 6, did not
deter her from applying for the student
editor position.

Several former UL Lafayette profes-
sors wrote letters of recommendation.

“She possesses that rare combina-
tion of intellectual ability and thought-
fulness. Both are qualities of an avid
learner and maturing writer. . . Ms.
Daigle possesses a flair for turning a
phrase, for putting things into clear and
eloquent terms,” wrote one of them.

She plans to enter UL Lafayette’s
Graduate School and hopes to publish
a literary journal someday.

Daigle said she believes that earn-
ing a degree and pursuing a writing
career will ultimately benefit her fami-
ly. “I gave to myself and can therefore
give to my children, because I’m ful-
filled. A love of writing is something I
hope to instill in all three of them.” ■

Student editor takes fresh approach to writing

MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL
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Lifelike Patients
Help Students
Hone Skills

A “PATIENT” LIES in a hospital bed in
Wharton Hall. 
A nursing student begins to check

his vital signs.
“You’re hurting me!” the patient

exclaims.
Highly sophisticated patient simula-

tors give students in the College of Nurs-
ing a taste of real-life health care. UL
Lafayette is the first university in
Louisiana to provide this type of training.

The Laerdal SimManTM Universal
Patient Simulators are remarkably life-
like. They can be programmed to
“speak” and make sounds, such as
moaning, for example.

“You can practice procedures such
as starting IVs. You can actually see
some of the veins in an arm and hand,”
said Dr. Michael Landry, director of UL
Lafayette’s Nursing Resource Center.

Students also use the SimManTM to
assess a wide variety of conditions. For
instance, it can be programmed to simu-
late over 2,500 cardiac rhythm variants.

“When an air compressor is con-
nected to the ‘patient,’ he actually

‘breathes.’ His chest
rises, like a normal
pa t i en t  wou ld .  He
coughs. He can have all
sorts of breath sounds,
which you might asso-
ciate with respiratory
problems,” Landry said.

Using a nearby lap-
top, nursing faculty can
program the SimManTM

fo r  s c ena r i o -ba s ed
training. 

“I completed a head
to toe assessment on
SimMan, and was able
to listen to life-like heart
tones and palpate puls-
es,” said junior nursing
s tuden t ,  S t ephan i e
Velez. “This is a real

confidence builder for me.”
Three adult, two child and one

infant patient simulators were pur-
chased through a Student Technology
Enhancement Program grant totaling
about $103,000.  ■

Johnston Street at Ambassador Caffery. 
More than 120 specialty stores and services plus 

Dillard’s, JCPenney, Foley’s and Sears.  337-984-8240   
www.acadianamall.com

Ann Taylor

Abercrombie & Fitch

Banana Republic

Chico’s

S E T  T H E  S T Y L E

Nursing students Lauren Ellis, left, and Portia Wilson, center,
practice new skills on high-tech patient simulators. Dr. Michael
Landry, director of the College of Nursing’s Learning Resource
Laboratory, supervises. Student Virginia Guillory is shown in
the background.
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